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Newsletter 
No. 12, April 2017 
 

 

From the Curator’s Desk 
 

This has been another very busy and successful year for 
the Museum. My thanks are due to Pamela and our 
dedicated team of volunteers without whom we could 
achieve only a fraction of our work.   
 
We have recently re-applied for Accreditation (February 
2017). Accreditation is the kite mark for Museums and 
guarantees that we are meeting and exceeding the 
standards laid down by the Arts Council England and expect 
to hear the outcome in September.  
 
We have made a number of loans to other museums, the 
most significant of which is for the exhibition ‘Anglo-Sikh 
Wars: Battles, Treaties and Relics’ being held at Newarke 
Houses Museum, from 11th March to 4th June 2017. The 
exhibition has been developed by the Sikh Museum 
Initiative and hosted by Leicester City Council. The items 
lent include the uniform coatee known as the "Sikh jacket" 
picked up by Lieutenant Lyle on the battlefield of 
Ferozeshah, in 1845 (pictured right).  
 
The Museum has successfully applied for grants to fund various projects including the 
following: 

 Army Museums Ogilvie Trust - A grant of £2500 towards a new Mercian 
Regiment/Afghanistan display at the Worcester Soldier Gallery.  

 Heritage Lottery Fund – A grant of £2500 to pay for the conservation of our WWI 
paper ephemera collection including Major Hankey’s notes written on the night of the 
Gheluvelt attack. 

 Association of Independent Museums – A grant of £5000 towards the conservation 
of six eighteenth century prints, depicting the Battle Honours of the 29th and 36th 
Regiments. 

 V&A Purchase Fund- A grant of £3000 towards the purchase of the Freeman and 
Kneebone medal groups.  

 Finally, most recently from the Army Museums Ogilvie Trust - A grant of £2500 
towards the display of the Freeman (Black Drummer) medal group. 

 
This year the Museum has made the following important acquisitions: 

 1796 Pattern Officer’s Spadroon and a South African War presentation watch to Pte 
Bick of 2nd Volunteer Battalion. Both items were purchased at auction from Warwick 
& Warwick through the Sayer’s Bequest.  

 The most important acquisition has been the Freeman and Kneebone medal groups 
purchased from G. Capt. John Barker.   We have received a grant of £3000 from the 
V&A, £1142 has come from the residue of the Sayers Bequest and a further £1000 
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has been contributed by the Friends of the Museum. I would like to express the 
Trustees’ thanks to the Friends for their very generous support.   Freeman’s and 
Kneebone’s medal groups taken together represent an unprecedented opportunity to 
add significantly to the collections and to acquire items not only important in their own 
right, but by association with a distinguished Officer of the 29th Regiment and a group 
of soldiers not represented in any other way in the material culture of the Regiment.   

 
The Black Drummers of the 29th Regiment 

 
For many years, the 29th Regiment of Foot was distinguished by 
its corps of Black drummers.  This custom originated in a gift of ten 
black boys presented to Colonel George Boscawen by his brother 
Admiral Lord Boscawen, who obtained them at the capture of 
Guadeloupe in 1759.  Permission for their retention was given by 
King George II and they remained a feature of the 29th Regiment 
until 1843, when the last one died in service in India.   
 
Eight Black Drummers were listed in a muster role of 1765 when 
the Regiment left Ireland for service in North America, with one 
drummer on the strength of each company.  In 1768 the Regiment 
was sent from Nova Scotia to Boston. One of the duties of 
drummers, black or white, was to administer corporal punishment.  
On the 6th October 1768 the Boston Evening Post commented “To 
behold Britons scourged by Negro drummers was a new and very 
disagreeable spectacle”.  By 1774, the Regiment was back in 
England and there were ten drummers present when it was said 
that three or more of 
the original drummers 

were still serving.    
 
The next surviving inspection was 1791, when 
the Regiment was at Windsor; at least ten Black 
drummers were present at this time.  In 1802 
the Regiment sailed for Nova Scotia, and in 
1805 three Black drummers were enlisted in 
Halifax to join the eight already serving.  In 
1807 the Regiment returned to England and 
arrived in Portugal at the outset of the 
Peninsular Campaign.  The 29th were involved 
in many of the major engagements in Spain 
where two Black drummers died but three 
survived to be awarded the Military General 
Service Medal 1793-1814, when it was 
instituted in 1848.    
 
John Freeman 
 
Freeman was born in St John’s Antigua and enlisted for unlimited service in 29th Foot in 
Swinley Camp on 13th August 1800 aged 14 years.  He was discharged as a Drummer on 
a pension of 6 pence a day on the 15th September 1818 due to “an injury to the spine from 
a fall into a ditch when the Regiment was encamped on the plain of Valencienne in October 
1817” In 1848, John Freeman of the 29th Foot was awarded the Military General Service 
Medal 1793-1814, with clasps for Rolica, Vimiera, Talavera and Albuheara.   
 

Black drummers dressed 
in flamboyant styles of the 
1830s. 
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Beyond an incomplete list of their services, the Museum 
currently holds no material related to any of the Black 
Drummers.  This medal group is unique and would form a key 
part of our 18th and 19th century presentations.  The Mercian 
Regiment Museum displays do not, as yet, examine the ethnic 
diversity of the Regiment, either from a historical or 
contemporary perspective.   
 
The most recent figures from the Defence Analytical Services 
and Advice (DASA) show that in 2010 ethnic minorities made 
up 9.4% of the UK army and the results from the last census in 
2001 showed that ethnic minorities made up 7.9% of the total 
UK population and yet this sector of society is the most under-
represented in the audiences of Regimental Museums.  The 
acquisition of Freeman’s medal group will provide the museum 
staff with the ideal vehicle to engage with a wider and more 
ethnically diverse audience, allowing the Museum to create 
displays inter-active content and other additional resources, e.g. 
for Black History Month.  

 
Frederick Kneebone  
   
Groups of three consecutive Indian Campaign Medals issued to members of the 29th Foot 
are very scarce, and Frederick Kneebone’s is unique as he is the only 29th Foot officer so 
awarded: just thirty 29th Foot Other Ranks qualified for and received the group. 
 
Frederick Kneebone’s father was Quartermaster Thomas Kneebone 29th Foot.  They both 
fought at the Battle of Sobraon (10 February 1846); the father’s portrait and Sutlej Medal for 
Sobraon are on display in the Museum. Thomas died 20 months later in Calcutta and 
qualified for no other medals. It is extremely rare, if not unknown, to have a father and son 
both being awarded the same medal for service on the same battlefield.  Therefore 
Frederick’s medal group is of especial interest to the Museum.  
 
Frederick Kneebone had joined 29th Foot in India in time to take part in the Battle of 
Sobraon, and then was present for both Punjab Medal battle clasps (Chilianwala and 
Goojerat) available to 29th Foot. Indian Mutiny Medals issued to the 29th Foot are always 
without clasp and are scarce; only 11 officers qualified and the only other extant officer 
medal known is in the Museum. Kneebone retired from the army as a Major in 1870 and 
lived in Bedfordshire; for many years he was Secretary of the Bedford General Infirmary.  In 
addition the Museum holds all four commissions of Frederick Kneebone plus a portrait 
photograph. 
 
This group of medals will allow us to 
explore the phenomenon of many 
generations of the same family holding 
Commissions or serving in the ranks of the 
29th Foot and latterly the Worcestershire 
Regiment.  It would also add significantly 
to the Indian Displays, the Regiment 
having been sent to the sub–continent for 
the first time in 1842, serving there until the 
end of the Mutiny in 1859. 
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Memories of British Honduras 
 
Of the small contingent of civilian workers at Airport Camp when B Company arrived in 1957 
‘Wild John’ was the most striking. When I first saw him I was struck by his appearance, bare 
footed, with raven black hair cascading down his muscular back, a cigarette in his mouth 
and an easy going smile on his thin lips. I have had to dig deep into my memory to produce 
this portrait of him as unfortunately I do not have a photo of him. He was one of the odd job 
men who could be seen on their knees all day long under the hot sun keeping the grass cut 
short with their machetes; a more mind numbing job it would be hard to imagine. I have no 
idea what the army paid him but whatever it was it was probably not enough. As far as I 
know I was the only person in camp who engaged him in conversation.  
 

I found him to be very friendly, articulate and 
intelligent, fluent in both English and 
Spanish. I don’t know what schooling he had 
had but he could read from the local papers 
he brought me to read, and I felt drawn to 
him. I myself had only a basic education and 
left school at age eleven to join my father 
working on construction sites. So we had a 
lot in common, brothers you could say. He 
lived in grinding poverty with his folks and 
many siblings on a rundown farm ten 
minutes walk from camp. His staple diet 
consisted of fish heads, black beans and 
white rice which, mixed with beans, turned 
the dish grey. I often shared this meal with 
them and found it very tasty but my mates 
turned up their noses at the strong smelling 
fish which did not look appetising – not quite 
like our fish and chips! I thought we were 
hardly in a position to turn down any meal 
when you consider the frugal diet we lived 
on. 

 
In my portrait Wild John is wearing army trousers much too short for him. These had 
belonged to Cpl Morris from the MT section who was much shorter than John.  
 
We owed a lot to the dhobi ladies whose back breaking work kept us all clean by doing our 
laundry each week. They also were poorly paid but held their heads high, both dignified and 
graceful, hard-working local women. Each morning they could be seen walking through the 
camp keeping in single file, their heavy workloads expertly balanced on their heads, followed 
by a ribbon of shiny faced infants brightly dressed bringing up the rear. Those same children 
would be in their sixties now; I wonder if they remember us strange pale faced foreign 
invaders in their land. I got to know most of the ladies quite well and was on first name terms 
with most of them, and they were always full of fun despite their hard life. The passage of 
time has erased most of their names from my memory now but I do remember a Margery 
and a Constance, “Oh happy days.” 
 
This article is based on an email received from John Noakes who served as a national 
serviceman 1956-8.   
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SS Cameronia 
 
In 1917 two ships each carrying 
reinforcements for the 9th Bn 
The Worcestershire Regiment 
in Mesopotamia ran into 
trouble. 
 
On 1st April a draft of thirty men 
left the 5th Bn at Tregantle Fort, 
sailed to Le Havre from 
Southampton and travelled by 
troop train to Marseilles. On 
13th April they sailed on the SS 
Cameronia bound for Basra via Alexandria escorted by two destroyers. At 1705 hours on 
15th April the ship was struck by a torpedo fired by a German U-boat and started to sink. 
The lifeboats were lowered, some men leapt overboard and others jumped onto one of the 
escorting destroyers, HMS Nemesis, when it came alongside but, as its deck was much 
lower than that of the ship, some of them were injured on landing. When it drew away the 
other destroyer, HMS Rifleman, came alongside by which time the ship had settled far 
enough into the water for those who were still on the Cameronia to clamber aboard. Within 
forty minutes the ship had sunk. The destroyers, by now heavily laden, remained in the area 
picking up survivors from the lifeboats and the sea until a minesweeper which had 
responded to the SOS call arrived and took some of the men off the destroyers. All three 
ships then sailed for Malta to disembark those who had been rescued. 
 
Of the 2650 servicemen on board 127 were lost, including Ptes Horne, Kirton, Merry and 
Packwood from the 9th Bn draft. Their names are engraved on the memorial in the Chatby 
war cemetery in Alexandria, Egypt where all servicemen who drowned or were buried at sea 
in the Mediterranean during the war are commemorated. 
 

Having rounded the Cape of Good Hope on its way 
to Basra HM Transport Caronia put in at Durban 
where a fire broke out in the coal bunkers on 20th 
May. Five stokers and a seaman jumped ship at 
Durban and, as the ship sailed up the east coast of 
Africa the remaining engineering staff were unable 
to extinguish the fires, so soldiers were asked to 
volunteer to help. The gas fumes from the fires 
caused frequent explosions, the heat in the 
bunkers was intense and some of the volunteers 
were gassed or badly burned before the fires were 
brought under control on 31st May.  
 
A ship’s officer, an army officer and eighteen NCOs 
and men including Cpl JC Jenkins, L/Cpl DM 
Llewellyn, Pte G Christison and Pte A Richardson 
of the Worcestershire Regiment were subsequently 
awarded the Sea Gallantry Medal. The military 
personnel were also commended by the 

Commander in Chief India (whose responsibility also included Mesopotamia) who 
considered that “the gallantry displayed was of the highest order and reflects the greatest 
credit on themselves and their regiments”. 
 

SS Cameronia 

HMT Caronia 
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The Sea Gallantry Medal was instituted by the 
Board of Trade in 1907 and the King expressed 
the wish to present the medal personally 
whenever possible. All those who received the 
award on this occasion were subsequently 
invested with it by King George V. L/Cpl 
Llewellyn’s medal is in the museum collection 
and is on display. The rim is inscribed “DM 
LLEWELLYN HMT CARONIA MAY 1917”. 

 
 
This article was researched and drafted by 
Matthew Taylor, a pupil at Hanley Castle High 
School while on work experience with the 
museum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell us what you want from the Friends 

 

We need your thoughts and opinions. We 
will be nominating and electing the new 

Friends Committee.  
 

 
 

Please attend the  

Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 17
th

 May  

6.30pm 

 

Dancox House 
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The Experiences of Ensign Roderick Murchison 
(36th Foot) 
By Roger Christian 
 
This article is based upon the manuscript journal of Sir Roderick Murchison Bt 
who joined the 36th Foot in Ireland in January 1808. He wrote his journal some 
48 years later. 
 
In July 1808 the 16 year-old Ensign Roderick Murchison embarked with his Regiment, the 
36th Foot, on a ship from Cork as part of the army led by Sir Arthur Wellesley bound for 
Portugal. After landing on the 5th August at the mouth of the Mondego River, not far from 
Coimbra, this army marched south and succeeded in defeating the French decisively in the 
battles of Rolica and Vimeiro. Wellesley was superseded by the arrival of Sir Hew Dalrymple, 
who concluded the Convention of Cintra with the French. The French Marshall Junot 
surrendered all his arms, equipment and fortifications in Portugal in exchange for transport 
by ship back to France. Wellesley, Sir Harry Burrade and Sir Hew Dalrymple were recalled 
to England to face a board of inquiry. Meanwhile the command of the British army passed 
to Sir John Moore and new plans were made for the British forces in Portugal to advance 
into Spain and co-operate with the 
Spanish army under General 
Castanos. Sir John Moore’s army 
of some 30,000 troops was split in 
two – the main body to march 
directly north through mountain 
terrain via Sabugal and Almeida to 
Salamanca, while the artillery and 
heavy equipment accompanied by 
four regiments of infantry would 
take the more circuitous route via 
Badajoz, Talavera and the 
Escorial (near Madrid) before 
combining again north of 
Salamanca. At the end of 
September the 36th Foot set off 
accompanying the artillery train.     
 
The young Ensign Murchison was elated at having experienced battle for the first time and 
had been promoted to Lieutenant. He felt that his new dignity required a mount and when      
overnighting in Santarem he bought a pony for $34 including saddle and bridle from a 
Portuguese he met in a wine shop. However the next day he found that he had acquired a 
very poor steed, hardly capable of riding. A few days later while billeted with a farmer he 
was able to exchange his pony for a good mule which carried him another 800 miles. During 
a delay of 12 days at Castelo de Vido he and his companions had time to explore the 
countryside, mostly covered in cork tree forests and inhabited by thousands of black pigs 
revelling in the forage of acorns. Passing through Port Alegre, Aranchez and fortified Campo 
Mayor they reached the Spanish frontier on 3rd November. The 36th was the first regiment 
to cross the bridge over the Guadiana River. They were greeted with cries of ‘Vivan los 
Ingles’ to which they replied ‘Vivan los Espanoles’. But they found they had left a country of 
warm loyal allies and entered among a reserved, proud and distrustful people. The march 
eastwards became more continuous but with many difficulties for the five brigades of artillery 
and two regiments of cavalry. The column crawled along by way of Trujillo, Almaraz and 
eventually to the Escorial (just 5 leagues from Madrid) where they closed up and halted for 

The retreat to Corunna.  
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6 days. Whilst here 
the young Lt. 
Murchison was 
greatly impressed by 
the magnificent halls 
of this palace built for 
Phillip 2nd in 1563 – 
1584. He and his 
fellow officers were 
enjoying the wine 
and Spanish food.  
 
But then drum really 
began to beat as 
news arrived that 
Napoleon with 
200,000 men had 
smashed the army of 
General Castanos 

on the Ebro and was in full march for Madrid, which in fact capitulated on 3rd December. By 
daylight on 28th November the whole Division was marching northwest through the 
mountains of Guadarama and continued next day through Avila on the old high road to the 
north. After three days they were at Penarande within a few days march from Sir John Moore 
who had been waiting at Salamanca for three weeks.   The political vacillation by the British 
minister in Madrid and the loss of precious time and good season was later seen as the 
cause of subsequent disasters on the retreat. The question of the viability of the route taken 
by Sir John Moore for the heavy artillery remained a controversy and sorely tested General 
Sir John Moore’s confidence in the success of his mission. The march to the north continued 
with wintry weather setting in and snow fell on the 19th December and frozen ground 
hindered progress. 
      
 At midnight on the 23rd after several days half expecting either to be attacked or to attack 
they were stopped at a little town. The exhausted 17 year old Lt Murchison fell asleep in a 
farmer’s barn and on hearing the ‘picquets turn out’ bugle at dawn hardly had time to get out 
when he was confronted by Colonel Parker, the officer 
of the day. He received a stiff reprimand but was 
relieved to escape full censure. At this point Sir John 
Moore made the decision not to retire into Portugal and 
save his army, but to retreat to Corunna. The army now 
began its forced and hurried retreat through desolate 
terrain in a severe winter of rain and sleet. They were 
regretting the senseless march through the middle of 
Spain that they had made. Onward they marched, 
repulsing a French attack on their rear guard at 
Benavente, through the Galician mountains to more 
open ground around Lugo. Marshall Soult with superior 
numbers hesitated to attack and was only too glad to 
find the British going away so fast. At this respite Sir 
John Moore decided on a night retreat from Lugo to 
Corunna for the main body of the British infantry, 
having sent the Light Division south to Vigo - the few 
remaining guns and troops travelled on across the 
mountains to Betangos.  
 

View of El Escorial, by Michel-Ange Houasse (1723) 

French Dragoons by Hippolyte 
Bellangé. 
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Lt Murchison had by now lost his Portuguese mule, and his old soldier servant Mold with his 
wife and child were left behind in the snow with the donkey and all his kit. In darkness with 
no food and worn out boots the army began to fall into disorder. By the 9th January there 
was still some form of order though regiments were all mixed together and it became a 
“sauve qui peut” and the soldiers were desperate, leaving the road to forage for food. Lt 
Murchison, walking along with the stragglers, lost one of his boots in the mud of the road.    
Marching all that dreadful night, barefoot, cold and starved realising that the great body of 
troops had got far ahead, he was ready to give up. When day broke he was seated on a 
bank munching a raw turnip and feeling he could never regain his old regiment and would 
be taken prisoner. An equally young drummer of the 96th Regiment found him when 
returning from a forage in the nearby village and seeing the state he was in he gave him a 
drink of red wine from his canteen. That Samaritan saved him from being taken prisoner by 
the French. Refreshed by the draught of wine he trudged on and regained his regiment 
which had only 50 men with the colours – “but ere night came it was made up to 600 men”. 
It was fortunate for young Murchison to be billeted into a shoemaker’s house that night where 
the young wife washed his swollen feet and gave him stockings and her husband furnished 
him with some shoes while his wife cooked him a hearty omelette. His gratitude knew no 
bounds. 
 
On the following day the whole army passed over the river, blowing up the bridge and took 
up a position under their General Hope on hills east of the village of Santa Lugia on an arm 

of the sea within two miles of Corunna. 
While bivouacked on the 16th January, after 
their meal, they spied French troops rolling 
out of the hills supported by cannon fire to 
their right. However they were met with a 
furious fight by several regiments supported 
by the Guards and forced to withdraw. It was 
in this encounter at the village of Elvina that 
the gallant Sir John Moore was killed and the 
brave General was buried ‘darkly at dead of 
night’. That same dark night the 36th Foot 
made the short march through the gates of 
Corunna to the quay to embark on the boats 
assigned to them. In the general confusion 
Lt Murchison found himself on a Brig 
transport from Sunderland. Rising very early 
the next morning he found that it was 
anchored with others under the French 
guns. They were fortunate to set sail as the 
shells were coming through the rigging. After 
landing at Plymouth a few days later he was 
given a ride to Portsmouth where he 
rejoined his regiment at the end of January 
1809. Thus ended the young Roderick 
Murchison’s six months of experience in the 
Peninsular War. He remained with the 
regiment until the end of the year when he 
went to Sicily as an ADC to his uncle 
General Alexander Mackenzie.      
 

 
 

An Officer of the 36th, by Sir Martin Archer Shee, 
thought to be of Grenadier Captain Roderick 
Murchison.  
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A Long-Serving WW1 Worcester:  
CSM George Crump MC DCM* 
By Alan Cowpe 
 
A chance telephone call to the museum 
recently drew attention to the record of George 
Crump. When he died in 1959 aged 71, his 
obituary note in Firm described him as “one of 
the regiment’s most distinguished and gallant 
soldiers”. It is hard to disagree. 
 
George Crump enlisted in the Worcestershire 
Regiment in September 1904, and joined the 
2nd battalion in India in 1905, serving there until 
his transfer to the Reserve. In 1914 he was 
recalled from the Reserve and went to France 
as a Contemptible in the rank of corporal with 
the 2nd battalion. He participated in the 
engagement at Gheluvelt and was wounded 
soon after, being hospitalised for several 
months and returning to the fray as a sergeant. 
But he really came into his own later in the war, 
by the end of which he was a CSM, serving 
mainly with the 1st battalion. 
 
Stacke records a hazardous patrol in very bad weather on the Somme in November 1916, 
and he received a Mention in Despatches which was gazetted in May 1917; the latter could 
have been the result of the former. His first DCM, gazetted in April 1918, is listed in Stacke 
as relating to the 1917 Ypres campaign, and this is reflected in the citation, which refers to 
his conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty since the beginning of the campaign, 
voluntarily carrying out many dangerous duties and setting a splendid example throughout. 
 
Perhaps his finest hour came during the desperate defensive fighting on the Aisne in May 
1918 during the German Kaiserschlacht offensive, where he rescued a wounded soldier 

under heavy fire, and then continued to direct 
the defence as the German stormtroopers 
assaulted the British positions. "Men fell fast, 
and the troops on either side of Sergeant-Major 
Crump's Lewis gunners gave way and retired; 
but the Worcestershire detachment held firm, 
the Sergeant-Major working a Lewis-gun 
himself until he was the only man of the gun 
team left. Then he withdrew fighting." He was 
again awarded the DCM. 
 
Nor was this the end. As the tide of war turned 
and British forces drove the enemy back, he 
once again distinguished himself. In October 
1918 a daring two-man close quarter night 
recce of German positions at Oppy made 
possible a successful plan of attack in which he 
led the frontal assault into the enemy trenches. 
The award of an MC followed.  

CSM Crump receiving the Military Cross 
from Lord French, Ireland, 1920.  



11 

 

 
He also received the Croix de Guerre on 31 October 1918; whether this reflected a specific 
act or whether - as was sometimes the case with foreign awards - it was allotted to him as 
the most deserving of his cohort is not clear. His son believed that it was for rescuing a 
wounded French soldier while under fire, and this would have been typical of the man. There 
is a pattern of behaviour throughout his active service of sustained exceptional courage and 
determined professionalism whatever the circumstances; he must have been an inspiring 
presence to the often very young men who joined his battalion, especially when things were 
difficult, as on the Aisne, or when dangerous work was needed, as it frequently was. 
 
[After the war he continued to serve, retiring as RQMS in 1933 and then working at the 
Depot as a civilian until 1939.] 
 
Relatives donated some personal items relating to CSM Crump’s service to the Museum 
back in 2012.  

 

 
Chairman’s Report 
 
My time as Chairman has come to an end as I have served for three years. We also say 
goodbye to other members of the committee; Lt Col Brian Clarke is moving to Christchurch 
now in Dorset to be near to his family, Brian has contributed in many ways to the Museum 
and Friends (a Museum Trustee for some time, he has arranged the programme of 
speakers, contributed a number of articles to the Newsletter, compiled a series of boxes of 
artefacts for use in schools in the collaboration with the County Museum Education Officer); 
Major Terry Phillips has moved to Cyprus; and Major Jim featherstone has resigned due to 
family illness. I would like to thank them all for their support, not forgetting Debbie, Claire 
and Mandy for their help and our best wishes for the future. 
 
The Friends are therefore looking for volunteers to form a new Committee for 2017. The 
programme for the Year is complete. The Worcester Rotary Club have invited members of 
the Friends to join them on their visit to Italy in the Autumn. 
 
The Raffle at meetings has proved to be very successful and we would like to thank 
members for their donation of prizes.The use of E mail has cut our costs for the distribution 
of the Newsletter. A printed version is still available for members who prefer this form of 
Newsletter. Thank you to Lt Col Mark Jackson in his civilian role for the availability of the St 
Richards Hospice for our meetings. The help of a number of Friends and Volunteers in 
setting out the room for our meetings is greatly appreciated. 
 
Lastly, but not least I must thank Dr John Paddock, the Curator, and Pamela Langford, the 
Museum Adminstrator, for their unstinting support, help and advice. Without it we would not 
have survived this far. 

 

With thanks, 

 

Keith Jeavons 
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Friends Events 

 

The Friends hosted a talk on the Victoria Cross on Wednesday 15th March 2017. Mark 
Green, a local military historian and accomplished speaker, spoke on "The Victoria Cross 
from Lucas to Leakey 1854-2015".  We are very grateful to Mark for coming along and 
giving us such a lively and entertaining talk. The evening after deduction of expenses, raised 
nearly £70 for the museum funds. It was another example of how the Friends can support 
the museum in its work of preserving our heritage and providing some financial help towards 
the acquisition of new artefacts as and when they become available.  

 
The arranged visit to the Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire Museum on 5th April 
2017 went ahead and was very 
enjoyable. Attendees were privileged to 
meet the Chairman of Trustees, 
Brigadier Ian Inshaw DL, the Museum 
Director, Ursula Corcoran, and 
Librarian, Lesley Kumega. 
 
 

 
Forthcoming Programme 
 
Wednesday 17th May – AGM & Talk by 
human rights lawyer, David Hallmark, 
‘Asian Experiences 1970-1974 - Baliem 
Valley Battlefields, Borneo Blowpipes, B52s 
bombing, Vietnam War Courts Martial’.  
6.30pm (Talk at 7.00pm) 
Please note that the venue for the AGM 
will be Dancox House.   
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 11th October - Talk by 
Museum Chairman, Lt Col Mark Jackson 
OBE, ‘A personal view of his first and last 
tour of Northern Ireland with 1WFR in 1972 
and 1994’.  
Venue: St Richard’s Hospice Foundation, 
Wildwood Drive, Worcester WR5 2QT  
6.30pm, for 7.00pm start.   
 
 
 
 

 
This newsletter is published by the Friends of The Mercian Regiment Museum (Worcestershire), registered charity no. 276510. 

Neither the whole newsletter nor extracts from it may be published or posted on the internet without permission. 
 

‘The Worcestershire Soldier’, The Mercian Regiment Museum (Worcestershire) 
Worcester City Art Gallery and Museum, 40 Foregate St, Worcester, WR1 1DT. 
Tel. 01905 25381. 10.30am – 4.30pm Mon-Sat (closed Sun and Bank Holidays) 

"The Friends exists to help the museum to record, preserve and display the history and traditions of The Worcestershire Regiment, 
its predecessors and successors from 1694 to the present day including the deeds and sacrifices of those who have and are serving 

in it", to join, or for further information please email museummercian@btconnect.com or call 01905 721982. 

A Dani War Chief of Kurulu Village in Baliem 
Valley, Papua (Indonesia Province). 

B Coy, 1WFR on patrol in Forkhill, County 
Armagh, Northern Ireland in 1977. 


